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[bookmark: _GoBack]Background: Seafood is an important item in international trade and in 2012, seafood exports reached a total of 129 billion USD. Most seafood production takes place in developing countries and major markets are in the developed part of the world, as a result 61% of fish export comes from developing countries. Seafood is also an important contributor to human nutrition, as a source of proteins and as a provider of essential omega-3 fats and micronutrients deficient in many diets. Though seafood is generally considered a safe food, there have been some occasional health concerns associated with these products. Several food scares, though not directly related to seafood, have impacted international trade in fish and fishery products. At international level, members of World Trade Organisation (WTO) have signed Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) Agreements, which recognizes food safety standards developed by the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) as international benchmark in case of dispute between trading partners. FAO is actively involved in providing scientific support to CAC for the development of Codex Standards, Guidelines and Code of Practice.  Some recent examples of fish safety standards developed utilizing FAO/WHO scientific advice include Codex Standard on live and raw bivalve molluscs (Codex Stan 292-2008), Codex Guidelines for control of pathogenic Vibrio spp in seafoods (CAC/GL 73-2010), Codex Guidelines on control of viruses in foods (CAC/GL 79-2012) and the Code of Practice for Fish and Fishery Products (CAC/RCP 52-2003). In order to make the information used for the development of Codex Standards, Guidelines and Code of Practice widely available to technical persons in member countries, FAO has been publishing them as Fisheries and Aquaculture Technical Papers or Reports of Joint FAO/WHO Expert meetings.

Major Oceans and Human Health Issues: Issues related to hygiene (microbiological contamination), levels of heavy metals, residues of veterinary drugs, presence of biotoxins have been causing disruptions in international trade of fish and fishery products. Codex Standards, Guidelines and Codes of practice provide framework for countries for improving practices along supply chain to ensure consumer safety of fishery products. FAO is providing technical assistance to developing countries to meet the SPS requirements for fish in international trade and to comply with international market requirements. 

