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[bookmark: _GoBack]Future changes in land use, climate and demographics are likely to alter the degree of human exposure to pollutants and the response of human populations to these exposures, meaning that risks of pollutants could change in the future. The presentation will explore how the different steps in the pathway from a chemical source in the environment through to impacts on human health could change in the future and will evaluate the implications of this for existing risk-assessment and management practices. In certain parts of the world, future changes predicted to increase the level of exposure of many environmental pollutants due to direct and indirect effects on the use patterns and transport and fate of chemicals. Changes in human behaviour will affect how humans come into contact with contaminated air, water, and food. Dietary changes, psychosocial stress, and co-exposure to stressors such as high temperatures are likely to increase the vulnerability of humans to chemicals. These changes are likely to have significant implications for current practices for chemical assessment. Assumptions used in current exposure-assessment models may therefore no longer apply, and existing monitoring methods may not be robust enough to detect adverse episodic changes in exposures. Organizations responsible for the assessment and management of health risks of chemicals therefore need to be more proactive and consider the implications of future changes for their procedures and processes.
