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Background: To ensure the maximum impact of publically-funded research, simple communication and dissemination activities are being extended to a more systematic knowledge transfer (KT) approach. KT involves identifying the knowledge outputs of research (e.g. at project level), classifying the knowledge, identifying potential users of that knowledge and actively transferring the knowledge in a way that maximizes the potential for its uptake. Users may include other scientists, industry, policy makers or civil society.
Knowledge transfer is also part of the science-policy interface (SPI). SPIs are structured mechanisms designed to promote an active exchange between scientists and policy-makers, supporting evidence-based policy making. Van den Hove (2007)[footnoteRef:1] defined science-policy interfaces as “social processes which encompass relations between scientists and other actors in the policy process, and which allow for exchanges, co-evolution, and joint construction of knowledge with the aim of enriching decision-making.” The European Commission is supporting several SPI development initiatives, giving due recognition to the importance of SPIs in supporting EU science and maritime policy. [1:  Van den Hove, 2007, Futures Vol 39, p. 807-826] 

Ocean literacy is a concept first developed in the US and currently gaining traction in Europe. Ocean literacy aims to advance the general understanding and appreciation across society of the role and importance of the seas and oceans to human health and wellbeing. The first European Conference on Ocean Literacy was held in Bruges, Belgium in October 2012. A second conference was held in Plymouth (September 2013) and the next is planned for Gothenburg in September 2014. These conferences are being organized by the recently established European Marine Science Educators’ Association (EMSEA[footnoteRef:2]). [2:  www.emsea.eu ] 

Major Oceans and Human Health Issues: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is a particular need to employ innovative communication and KT mechanisms when dealing with issues linking the oceans to human health and wellbeing. Scientific information on threats to human health, e.g. bathing in contaminated waters or consuming contaminated seafood, are actively communicated as a public health measure. There is also a need to inform science policy in Europe of the critical links between the oceans and human health. Effective use of SPIs can promote a coherent research response to improve our understanding of these interactions and to inform maritime and public health policy. The OHH research agenda is directly linked to the ocean literacy agenda, as the latter promotes the importance of the seas to human wellbeing.
